It is not considered necessary here to recall the oft-told
Tiie extraordinary interest evinced by all sections of the community in the recent trial of Jessie M'Lachlan for the murder of Jessie M'Pherson, and the doubts as to her guilt, which were so loudly expressed by some, must be still fresh in the recollection of all. The medical evidence connected with the case having been considered of much importance, the writer thought that it would prove a source of interest to his professional brethren, if he were to state the various facts which fell under his own immediate cognizance, and of the accuracy of which he could personally testify. The The right side of the neck was" grievously disfigured, and the soft parts reduced to a jelly. Eleven distinct wounds could, however, be distinctly traced. These were partly lacerated, contused, and incised in their character. The right ear was nearly destroyed. It was not wholly detached, but it was cut in pieces. The right half of the lower jaw was broken into fragments, and the mastoid process was separated from the skull.
The great bloodvessels of the neck below the right ear were destroyed. On attentively examining these wounds on the neck, it was observed that while the continuity of some of them was broken, the anterior extremities of all were deeper than the posterior; and some of them, while they penetrated deeply anteriorly, left a mere graze on the skin as they passed backwards. These wounds varied in length from half an inch to three inches and a half.
The membranes of the brain were entire at all parts, except the small spot before mentioned. The brain itself was slightlymore injected than usual. The lungs and heart were free from disease, and the latter organ was empty. The abdominal viscera were healthy. The stomach was empty, had no trace of blood in it, and smelt faintly of alcohol. The bladder was half full. The deceased had given birth to a child. Faaces escaped from the anus; and the mucus of the vagina, when examined microscopically, gave no special information.
Such was the condition of this poor woman's body when examined on the morning of the 8th July; and to the conclusions drawn therefrom, and given in the Report read in court, the proofs or data are now added:? " 1st. That she had been murdered, and that with extreme ferocity."
The wounds presented all the characters of vital injuries; and they were so placed, and of such a description, as showed that they were not self-inflicted. Further, the way in which the body and the floor were washed, the impressions in blood of a female foot on the floor of the bedroom, the existence on the perpendicular portions of the stair leading to the street floor, and also on the back of the kitchendoor, of " dashes " of blood, whieh the writer stated at the time he thought might have been caused by the contact of a female's skirt wet with blood?as it will be remembered the prisoner's skirt was when afterwards found. No part of a man s clothes could come in contact with these parts and produce a like mark.
From the above circumstances chiefly the writer came to the conclusion embodied in the 7th proposition given above.
" 8th. That the body had been drawn along the lobby (from the kitchen) by the head, the face being downwards, and the feet and legs dragging on the ground."
There was a trail along the lobby, from the kitchen to the bedroom in-whieh the body was found, which was very distinct, though it had apparently been rubbed over with a dry cloth so as partially to efface the stains upon it. The mode in which the feet were extended on the legs, and the ruffling downwards of the skin on the forepart of the legs below the knees, showed how the body was drawn. No other portion of the body except that mentioned, showed any traces of contact with the ground. When found, the head, as was before stated, lay towards the door, and the feet towards the window. 
